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THE IRISH BRIGADE OF SPAIN
AT THE CAPTURE OF PENSACOLA, 1781
by W. S. M URPHY
T HE  CAPTURE  OF  PENSACOLA  by Bernardo de Galvez, inMay, 1781, five months before the British surrender at
Yorktown constituted the only exciting military exploit of Spain
during the American Revolution. It was an interesting Spanish
contribution to the fortunate outcome of the war. 1 The Spanish
victory in Pensacola required the services of 6,500 Spanish
troops, a sizeable Spanish naval ancillary, and the aid of 725
French soldiers with their own ships. 2 This force included a
substantial representation from the Irish Brigade of Spain, one of
the most celebrated corps of the Spanish army. 3 This article will
sketch the unfolding action at Pensacola and tell, in somewhat
greater detail, of the effort of the Spanish-Irish troops there.
In September, 1779, Galvez won Baton Rouge from the
British. In March, 1780, he took Mobile from them. These two
1.  Spa in ,  o f  course ,  was  not  an  a l ly  of  ours  dur ing  the  Revolu t ion ,
but merely the ally of our French ally. To the rebellious colonies
and the French troops who aided them, the principal fruits of the
fa l l  o f  Pensacola  would  seem to  have  been  (a )  an  assured  con-
tinuation of the flow of supplies which reached them from Florida
and Louisiana and (b) its psychological stimulation. For it was only
five weeks after the surrender of Pensacola that Washington and
Rochambeau and  the  long  l ine  of  French  and  Amer ican  so ld ie rs
who fo l lowed them began the  700-mi le  t rek  f rom Providence  to
Yorktown which  cu lmina ted  in  f ina l  success .  The  impor tance  of
Spain’s contribution to that success is well developed in Charles E.
McCarthy, “The Attitude of Spain during the American Revolution,”
The Catholic Historical  Review II ,  (1916),  47-65.
2. The basic details regarding the entire siege are to be found in John
W. Caughey, Bernardo de Galvez in Louisiana 1776-1783 (Berkeley,
1934); Bernardo de Galvez, “Diario de las operaciones contra la
p laza  de  Panzaco la  .  .  . ,” [translation in],  Louisiana Historical
Q u a r t e r l y ,  I ,  no .  I  (1917) ,  44-84  [he rea f t e r  c i t ed  a s  D i a r i o  ] ;
Donald E. Worcester, translator, “Miranda’s Diary of the Siege of
Pensacola, 1781,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXIX (1951), 163-
196 [hereafter cited as Miranda ]; Major Robert Farmar, “Journal of
the Siege of Pensacola,” The Historical Magazine (New York), IV,
no. 6,  (June, 1860),  166-172 [hereafter cited as Journal  ]; Major
General John Campbell to Lord Germain, Pensacola, May 12, 1781,
in The London Gazette, no. 12232, October 9 to October 13, 1781.
3. See especially Conde de Clonard, Historia Organica de las Armas de
Infanteria y Caballeria Espanolas . . . . (16 vols., Madrid, 1851-
1859), Vols. IV, V, VI, X, XI, and XVI. A very good and readable
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conquests greatly weakened the British position in the Gulf of
Mexico. Hardly had the ink dried on the documents which sealed
the capitulation of Mobile before Galvez embarked over 2,000
Spaniards on an expedition against Pensacola. Soon afterwards, he
learned that the British in Pensacola were receiving reinforce-
ments from Jamaica. Promptly, he abandoned this endeavor and
bided his time. A few weeks later Galvez organized a second ex-
pedition against Pensacola and sailed from Havana with it. Upon
its arrival however, the Spanish naval commander decided that
it would be impossible to silence the British fort which protected
the town. In May, 1780, the expedition returned to Havana. For
a third time, in October of the same year, Galvez headed toward
Pensacola, in this instance with 64 ships, close to 4,000 soldiers,
and the highest hopes. But two days after departure of this fleet
a hurricane intervened. It lashed the vessels for a week, scattered
all of them, and crippled many. One month and a day after this
sailing, Galvez was once again back in Havana, not knowing
the whereabouts of most of his convoy. 4
But even this reverse did not deter him. By the end of
November, 1780, he had won acceptance from his superiors 5
for a fourth attempt, this one to be launched towards the end of
historical novel which throws further light on this subject is G. A.
Henty, In the Irish Brigade,  A tale of  War in Flanders and Spain
( N e w  Y o r k ,  1 9 0 0 ) .  T h i s  n o v e l  d e a l s  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t h e  I r i s h
B r i g a d e  o f  F r a n c e  b e t w e e n  1 7 0 3  a n d  1 7 1 3  b u t  c o n t a i n s  s o m e
interesting references to the Irish regiments then in Spanish service.
Briefly, the Irish Brigade of France was organized in 1691 and
consisted originally of fifteen regiments of the defeated Irish troops
of James II of Great Britain. By 1792, only three of these regiments
still remained. They were incorporated with other French regiments
i n  1 7 9 2 .  T h e  I r i s h  B r i g a d e  o f  S p a i n  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  1 7 0 9  f r o m
similar Irish soldiery who took service abroad as an alternative to
oppression in their homeland. At one time that brigade consisted
of seven or more regiments. The last of these-Hibernia, Irlando, and
Ul ton ia -d isappeared  in  1818  when  they  were  incorpora ted  wi th
other Spanish regiments. Over a period of two and a half centuries
the original soldiery of those brigades and their descendants have
adorned  European  mi l i t a ry  and  po l i t i ca l  h i s to ry .  They  prov ided
France and Spain with no less than 300 generals and admirals and
scores of celebrated leaders. Today the outstanding representative
of the traditions of the Irish Brigade of Spain is probably Lieutenant-
General Alfredo Kindelan, former Air Marshal of that country. His
fami ly  for  a t  l eas t  e igh t  genera t ions  has  rendered  conspicuous
military service to Spain.
Diario, 44.
The military junta of Havana included Guillermo Vaughan, one-time
colonel of the Regiment of Hibernia and ultimately a major-general.
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the winter. On February 13, 1781, Galvez boarded the San
Ramon, a warship of 74 guns, and prepared to sail with a total
of five fighting ships and the necessary transports. The following
day, 1,315 troops went aboard. For two weeks, contrary winds
delayed the sailing. On the twenty-eighth, the flotilla took off for
its destination. Among the final orders of Galvez were those sent
to the Spanish commanders at Mobile and New Orleans: to collect
as many reinforcements as possible and to join him at Pensacola,
at about the time of his arrival. 6
On March 9, after a rather uneventful passage, Galvez sight-
ed Santa Rosa Island, a long strip of ground, the western end of
which spans the mouth of Pensacola Bay and lies about eight
miles south of that town. That night, with a small landing party,
he went ashore. By March 18, his preparations completed, he
boarded the brig Galvezton and with three other ships in the
van forced an entrance into the harbor. A week later, the re-
inforcements from Mobile and New Orleans arrived, providing
an additional 2,253 officers and men. With close to 3,600 troops
under his command, the action accelerated.
On March 24, most of the Spanish troops were ferried from
Santa Rosa Island to the mainland behind Fort Barrancas. By the
end of the month they were fortifying their final camp. The
right wing of their camp rested on a house near the beach and
its left on the point of the inner harbor, within cannon shot of
Fort George at Pensacola. This, of course, had not been accom-
plished with impunity. During the last week of March, the Span-
iards suffered fifty-eight casualties, twenty-four of them killed
and thirty-four wounded. 7 Most of these resulted from forays by
the Indian auxilliaries of the British for which the Indians re-
ceived three pounds for every scalp. 8
In the first half of April the Spaniards centered their efforts
on completing the breastwork in front of their camp, and on
reconnoitering the terrain which led to the two British redoubts
in front of Fort George. Only a few skirmishes with the British
outposts and the Indians interrupted this work. But Galvez was
slightly wounded on the twelfth. On the nineteenth to every-
6. Diario, 47-48.
7. Diario, 83.
8. McCarthy, op. cit., 58.
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ones utter surprise 9 a fleet of more than twenty ships was sighted.
These vessels, commanded by Chief of Squadron, Joseph Solana,
brought an additional 1,600 Spanish soldiers led by Major-General
Juan Manuel de Cagigal. Accompanying them were four French
frigates, carrying 725 French troops, commanded by Squadron-
Chief Monteil and naval Captain Boiderut. A few days later,
land strength of Galvez was above 7,000 officers and men, includ-
ing 1,350 Spaniards from Solano’s naval complement.
Five hundred and eighty officers and men of that force, or
about nine percent of the entire Spanish soldiery, were from the
Regimiento de Hibernia, one of the three regiments, at that time,
of the Irish Brigade of Spain. Three hundred and twenty of them
had come with Galvez’ initial expedition, 10 the balance on the
ships which arrived with Solano and Cagigal. 11  The regiment
and the brigade had written brilliant pages of Spanish military
history for over three-quarters of a century (Melazzo, 1718;
Campo Santo, 1743; and elsewhere). 12 It is appropriate to sketch
the remaining action at Pensacola with special emphasis on the
action of the Irish regiment.
By April 23, Galvez’ men were constructing their first paral-
lel, some 700 yards away from the outer British position, called
the Queen’s Redoubt. Thereafter, the intermittent clashes be-
tween the two adversaries were on a more formidable scale and
included heavy exchanges of artillery fire. In one of these, on
the twenty-fourth, Sub-Lieutenant Felipe O-Reylli of Hibernia
was slightly wounded. 1 3 He was the first officer of his unit to
9.  Diario,  65-66, and Caughey, op. ci t . ,  208.
10. This figure has been obtained from the “Statement showing the list
of Ships which set sail today and in which the troops intended for
Field Marshall Don Bernardo de Galvez embarked.” The original is
among the papers in the Archivo General de Indias, Papeles pro-
cedentes de la Isla de Cuba, signed by Captain-General Navarro; and
is dated Havana, February 28, 1781. The writer has a photostat of
a translation thereof, which appeared in the 1919-1920 Yearbook
of the Sons of the American Revolution, Louisiana Society, 80.
11. This figure has been drawn from the compilation entitled “Noticias
de los Srs. Oficiales y Tropa de1 Exercito que se ha embarcada en
los Navios de Guerra-que manda el Mariscal de Campo Dn. Manuel
de Cagigal,” dated Havana, April 10, 1781, and signed by Nicolas de
Arredondo.  The  or ig ina l  thereof  i s  a l so  among the  Cuban  Papers
in  the  Archive  a t  Sevi l le .  The  wr i ter  possesses  a  photos ta t  of  i t
through the kindness of Julien C. Yonge, Editor Emeritus of The
Florida Historical Quarterly.
12. Clonard, op. cit., XI., passim.
13.  Diario,  83.
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come on the casualty lists. By the end of the month, the Spaniards
had experienced an additional forty-three killed and wounded.
The climax was fast approaching.
On Friday, May 4, Brigadier-General Figuerola was in charge
of the Spanish trenches, 1 4 which by that time had been extended
laterally, so that their furthest extension was only about 350
yards from the Queen’s Redoubt. On that day, the grenadier
company of the Regiment of Mallorca and half the grenadier
company of the Regiment of Hibernia had the honor of guarding
the most advanced Spanish post. Commanding the Hibernia’s
grenadiers was Captain Hugo O’Conor, aided by Lieutenant
Timoteo O’Daly. At about seven o'clock in the morning, naval
Captain Andres Tacon, the Spanish second-in-command of the
entire line, noticed parties of British infantry emerging from their
base. Immediately he reported his observation to Figuerola. The
latter, however, ignored the warning-feeling, as one partici-
pant said, “as safe and out of risk as in the plaza mayor of
Madrid.” 15 By a little after noon some 200 British troops had
quietly stationed themselves behind the Spanish outpost. Follow-
ing a lively British cannonade they attacked the unprepared
Spaniards, at bayonet point, from the rear.
The result was devastating. The British produced a consider-
able disorder in the Spanish lines and took temporary possession
of that part of them which Mallorca and Hibernia had occupied
After capturing five artillery pieces and setting fire to the fascines
and gun-mounts, the British retreated gleefully to their own
defenses suffering only a handful of casualties. 16 Spanish losses,
however, amounted to thirty-eight, half of whom were killed. 17
Among the wounded were Captain O’Connor and Lieutenant
O’Daly, the latter having lost an arm. Both of these officers were
taken to the British lines as prisoners, as were also a wounded
captain and lieutenant of Mallorca. Lieutenant O’Daly died an
hour later. The writer has been unable to ascertain the full
number of Hibernia’s casualties on this occasion. They must have
accounted for approximately a third of the Spanish total of thirty-
eight.
14.  Miranda,  185-188,  and Diario,  73, contain excellent accounts of
this British sortie.
15.  Miranda,  185.
16.  Journal ,  170
17.  Diario,  84.
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Partly as a consequence of this reverse Galvez summoned his
principal officers to his tent, shortly after midnight of May 6.
He ordered an immediate attack on the Queen’s Redoubt. 18
Brigadier-General Giron was given command of this enterprise.
Designated to lead the three separate bodies of assaulting troops,
700 of whom were Spanish and 100 French, were Lieutenant-
Colonel Carondelet of the Regimiento de Flandes, Lieutenant-
Colonel Arturo O’Neill of Hibernia, and French Captain Amari-
thon. But the soldiers lost considerable time in making a necessary
detour of their lines. By three o’clock in the morning an unusual-
ly bright moon was shining, making a surprise incursion impos-
sible. Galvez was obliged to call off this attack but the climax of
the whole campaign was almost at hand.
Since May 1, the Spanish artillery had been subjecting the
Queen’s Redoubt to an intensive bombardment. The Spaniards
hoped that one of their shots might fall on the British powder
magazine. The British counter-fire was equally brisk. One of
their guns, on the seventh, mortally wounded Sub-Lieutenant
Fitzmaurice of Hibernia. Then, at 9:30 in the morning of the
eighth, a terrific explosion was heard as far back as the Spanish
camp. 19 Immediately thereafter a huge cloud of smoke rose from
the British position. The Spaniards had realized their highest
hopes. A grenade from one of their howitzers had hit close to
the door of the British powder magazine and set fire to it. It
exploded, causing a yawning breach in the Redoubt. When the
smoke cleared away, over 100 British casualties could be seen
strewn about the emplacement, most of them fatalities. 20  The
Spaniards then took possession of the Redoubt. Just before three
o’clock, Major-General Campbell raised a white flag. The follow-
ing day Galvez held Pensacola.
The Spanish-French side casualties in the capture of Pensa-
cola were 96 killed and 202 wounded. 21 For the British, it was
90 killed and 46 wounded; 22 two-thirds of them from the ex-
plosion of the powder magazine. The contingent from the Irish
Brigade seems to have suffered something like 16 dead and 27
18. Diario, 73-74; Miranda, 189-190.
19.  Diario,  74;  Miranda,  191;  Journal ,  171.
20. Journal, 171; Campbell to Lord Germain, op. cit.
21.  Diario,  75, 83, 84.
22. Campbell to Lord Germain, op. cit.
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wounded, 23  or about fourteen per cent of the total Spanish-
French losses.
Commanding the Regiment of Hibernia at the siege were
twenty-two officers from lieutenant-colonel to sub-lieutenant. 24
The writer has been able to identify seventeen of these and to
obtain copies of their service records. 25  These records and
similar source material throw considerable light on the perform-
ance of their unit at Pensacola, as well as on the military careers
of these officers, all but five of whom were born in Ireland. Their
names are as follows:
Lieutenant-Colonel Arturo O’Neill. Born about 1737, he became
a cadet in the Regimiento de Irlanda in 1752. A year later, he
transferred to Hibernia. For his distinguished performance at
Pensacola, he was promoted to Colonel and given the governor-
ship of West Florida, 26 a post he occupied until 1793. He at-
23. These two figures are taken from “Relazion de la fuerza con que se
ha l la  e l  expresado Regimiento  oy  d ia  de  la  fecha  .  .  . ,”  da ted
Havana, June 1, 1781, and signed by Enrique White and a certain
Nugent .  The  or ig ina l  thereof  i s  among Hibern ia’s  records  in  the
Archivo General de Simancas, G. M. Leg. 455, Supl., and was located
by Mrs. Adela Gonzalez Vega, who is associated with that Archive.
The figures “muertos: 17” and “Total de la Baxa: 27” therein are
not specifically assigned to Pensacola, although they could hardly
have happened anywhere else. The document mentions the deaths
of Timoteo O’Daly and Thomas Fitzmaurice at Pensacola, “como
igualmente 12 de los comprehendidos en la casilla de estos.” The
remainder died in Pensacola hospitals as similar documents indicate.
24. The number of officers and their ranks are given in the documents
described in supra 10 and 11.
25. These service records were located by Mrs. Gonzalez Vega in the
Archive at Simancas (Spain). In no instance are they complete, i.e.
they do not cover the officers’ careers up to their retirement and
death; and some of them run only to the 1770’s. In some cases I
have been obligated to fill in the gap from the annual Guia Official
de Espana and from from Clonard, op. cit.
26. Galvez’ request for these honors for O’Neill because of the “disting-
uido merito que ha contraido durante el sitio de la plaza” [of Pensa-
cola] is in a letter to his uncle and superior, Jose de Galvez, dated
San Ildefonso, August 18, 1781. The present writer has a trans-
scription of the original, which is in the Cuban Papers at Seville.
Paren the t ica l ly ,  the  successor  to  O’Nei l l  as  Governor  of  West
Florida was Enrique White, another officer of the Irish Brigade, who
held that governorship from 1793 to 1795 and was, subsequently, a
general. Moreover, the three Governors of East Florida from 1796
to  1821 were ,  l ikewise ,  o f f icers  of  tha t  b r igade .  These  were  the
s a m e  E n r i q u e  W h i t e  ( 1 7 9 6 - 1 8 1 1 ) ;  S e b a s t i a n  K i n d e l a n  ( 1 8 1 2 -
1815) ,  who  became a  b r igad ie r -genera l  in  1811 ;  and  Jose  Cop-
pinger (1816-1821), who was advanced to a brigadier-generalcy in
1824. See Guia Oficial de Espana and Kathryn A. Hanna, Florida,
Land of  Change (Chapel Hill ,  1948).
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tained a brigadier-generalcy in 1789, a major-generalcy in 1794,
and a lieutenant-generalcy in 1802. 27
Captain Juan Brickdale. Born in England in 1756. He entered
Hibernia as a cadet in 1772. Ultimately he became its colonel. 28
Captain Juan Hogan. Born in 1756, the son of a former colonel
of the Irish Brigade, he was a cadet in 1767. At Pensacola, he
merely served as captain of his regiment’s grenadiers, although
then enjoying the rank of lieutenant-colonel graduado. Galvez
asked a colonelcy for him because of his conduct at Pensacola. 29
Captain Eduardo Nugent. Born in 1748, a cadet in 1764. At
Pensacola he was not a full-fledged captain, but Galvez obtained
that rank for him because of his diligence at the siege. Later, a
certain Eduardo Nugent attained the colonelcy of Hibernia and in
1784 became a brigadier general. 30 Because of the age factor, I
am inclined to believe that that officer was not the present sub-
ject but the Nugent who is mentioned in Footnote 23.
Captain Hugo O'Conor. Born in 1735, a cadet in 1752. Wounded
and captured during the British sortie of May fourth. Galvez
obtained a colonel’s rank for him.
Captain Pedro O’Daly. Born in 1757, a cadet in 1775, he served
at varying times, in all three regiments of the Irish Brigade. He
may possibly have been the O’Daly who, as a colonel and Gover-
nor of Rosas, distinguished himself in 1808 in the defense of that
place against the French; and who in 1823, as a general, render-
ed a superb performance as commander of the government forces
at Brihuega. 31
2 7 .
28.
29.
30.
31.
Guia Oficial de Espana.
Clonard, op. cit. , as  wel l  as  h is  serv ice  record .  There  can  be  a
variation of one year in the birth year of some of these officers,
because of the nature of these records. Where not otherwise stated,
they were born in Ireland and spent virtually their entire careers in
Hibernia. 
This  s ta tement  and  o thers ,  hereaf te r ,  regard ing  the  reques ts  of
Galvez on behalf of these officers, because of their record at the
siege, are all taken from the transcriptions which Mrs. Gonzalez
Vega obtained from the original records at Simancas.
Clonard, op. cit., and Guia Oficial de Espana.
Mart in  Hume,  M o d e r n  S p a i n ,  1788-98  (Cambr idge ,  1903 ) ,  231 ;
and Edmund E. O’Daly, History of the O’Dalys (New Haven, 1937).
I am inclined to think that the O’Daly who distinguished himself
at Brihuega was General Manuel O’Daly.
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Captain Guillermo O’Kelly. Born in 1736 and a cadet in 1753,
he was still serving in his regiment in 1789 with the rank of
lieutenant-colonel graduado. 32 
Captain Bernard O'Loghlin, Born in 1733, a cadet in 1754, he
was lieutenant-colonel of his regiment in 1788. 33
Captain Eugenio O’Neille. Born in 1726, he seems to have en-
tered his regiment as a sub-lieutenant in 1744. Galvez requested
a colonelcy for him because of his record at Pensacola.
Lieutenant Thomas Butler. Born in 1736, he was a cadet in
1757. GalveZ requested a captaincy for him because of his actions
at Pensacola.
Lieutenant Cornelio O’Kenny. Born in 1740, a cadet in 1763,
Galvez sent him as a hostage to General Campbell during the
negotiations over the surrender of Pensacola.
Sub-Lieutenant Thomas Fitsmaurice. Born about 1760, a cadet
in 1776, he was mortally wounded on April 24, 1781.
Sub-Lieutenant Dionisio O’Connor. Born in 1745, a cadet in
1773.
Sub-Lieutenant Timoteo O'Daly. Born in 1745, a cadet in 1766,
he was mortally wounded on May 4, 1781.
Sub-Lieutenant Tomas O’Donnoghue. Born in Spain in 1762,
he became a cadet in 1777 and a sub-lieutenant in 1779. He
apparently became a major-general in 1809.
Sub-Lieutenant Phelipe O’Reilly. Born in 1754, a cadet in 1774,
he was wounded on April twenty-fourth. Galvez asked a promo-
tion for him.
Sub-Lieutenant Josef Trapani. Born in Italy in 1738. He entered
his regiment as an ordinary soldier in 1755 and became a sub-
lieutenant in 1781. Galvez asked a reward for him for his rec-
ord at Pensacola.
32. From his service record, and similarly for the following.
33. Clonard, op. cit., and that officer’s service record.
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In a narrow sense, this article has merely narrated the participa-
tion of a contingent from a famous military unit at the capture
of Pensacola. It is, however, the writer’s hope this his presenta-
tion may be considered to be strictly in the tradition of Herbert
E. Bolton, whose Wider Horizons of American History, 34 accord-
ing to his editor, constituted “an interpretation of American his-
tory in a new light, revealing those larger horizons within which
the cultural elements of the major national groups that contri-
buted to the making of the history of the Americas find their
proper place.” 35
The unfortunate overemphasis on the Anglo-Saxon aspect of
American history has led to a gross neglect of other highly im-
portant facets of that history. Not for nothing, as Sir Charles
Wogan indicated in a letter to Dean Swift from Madrid in 1732,
did 120,000 Irishmen give themselves, “with great gaiety of
spirit . . . to slaughter” in a foreign service “within these forty
years.” 36 And not without great knowledge in the matter did
Swift write to Wogan, in July of that year: “I cannot but highly
esteem those gentlemen of Ireland who, with all the disadvantages
of being exiles and strangers, have been able to distinguish them-
selves by their valour and conduct in so many parts of Europe,
I think, above all other nations.” 37
It is this writer’s hope that interested students will find their
own reasons for examining the annals of the Irish Brigade of
Spain and for evaluating the military and political consequences
of that soldiery and their descendants during the past two and a
half centuries. And so Abu, Alejandro O’Reilly, you who estab-
lished Spanish rule in Louisiana; Abu, Leopoldo O’Donnell, Duke
of Tetuan, you who conquered Morocco for your sovereign; Abu,
former Air Marshall Alfredo Kindelan in the sunset of your
career. You and all your gallant company have greatly embellished
the history of three continents.
34 .  New York ,  1939 .
35. Ibid., vii-viii.
36. The Works of Jonathan Swift (Edinburgh, 1814), XVII, 440.
Wogan’s statement is somewhat misleading. The Irish soldiery in
European armies, during that period, undoubtedly suffered some-
thing like 120,000 casualties; but only about 35,000 of them could
have  been  k i l l ed ,  the  ba lance  wounded .  The  120 ,000  k i l l ed  and
wounded, however, still constitute an amazing contribution to the
course of western civilization from such a small country as Ireland.
37.  Ibid. ,  XVIII, 11.
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